The resurrection is so intrinsic to the Christian faith, the Apostle Paul wrote
that if the resurrection did not take place - our faith is in vain and we are
pitiful people (1 Corinthians 13 - 19):
If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, our
preaching is useless and so is your faith. More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have
testified about God that He raised Christ from the dead. But He did not raise Him if in fact the dead are not raised. For
if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile;
you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life we have hope in
Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.
These are staggering statements. The reliability of the New Testament, the viability of Jesus’ claims, and the subsistence of the church relies on the historical trustworthiness of Jesus’ bodily resurrection. Just let that sink in.
Because of the resurrection’s inherent significance, it has been the most disparaged and attacked claim of the
New Testament (yea, the whole Bible). If you disprove the resurrection - you destroy the religion. Therefore, there
has been numerous attempts to discredit the resurrection historically, textually, and scientifically. In short, all
challenges have fallen short.
No critical theory or natural explanation has been able to explain the transformation the disciples (from cowardice to courageousness), the textual dependability, the eyewitness testimony, and etc. The Apostle Paul was one of
the transformed witnesses of the resurrected Christ; therefore, in 1 Corinthians 15 he concluded,
For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,
that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas,
and then to the Twelve. After that, He appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time,
most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and
last of all He appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born… Christ has indeed been raised from the dead.
Because we have been risen to a new life in Christ (Colossians 3.1), we, along with Paul, can proclaim and sing,
“Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the
law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Is there a greater hope? Is there a greater peace? Is there a greater joy? Nope! Listen to what our brother Peter
proclaimed...
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to His great mercy, He has caused us to be born again
to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead… (1 Peter 1.3)
In times like these, we need to take fresh hope and courage in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus. He is risen! He
is risen indeed! Amen and amen!
I know that this is a daily reality, but I am so looking forward to Resurrection Sunday 2021! I am praying that we
will all be together on April 4. Either way, we are already united through our Lord’s resurrection! Hallelujah!

Intercessory Prayer Team
Phone: 244-4544
email: prayerministry@erbc-sc.org
Jesus said to him, “I am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life.
No one comes to the Father except through Me.
If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also.
From now on you do know Him and have seen Him.”
John 14:6 -7

Long before becoming one of the pastors of this church, one of my values has
been that the Sunday School hour should primarily be reserved for studying the
text of the Bible - answering questions like:

• What does the Bible say?
• What was the historical and cultural context in which the passage was written?
• What does one learn about God from the passage?
• What does one learn about humans from the passage?
• What does one learn about the world from the passage?
• How does one handle parts that may be difficult to understand?
• Is there something that one needs to do or obey as a result of studying this passage?
Sunday School (or Bible study) is a key facet of a vibrant, God-honoring church. We need to know God’s Word. But
knowledge needs to result in action, in fruit (see John 15:1, James 1:22, James 2:17-18). We need to both know the
Word and do the Word. The Great Commission in Matthew 28:18-20 tells us that we are to make disciples of all
nations (that would include our own nation). At Edwards Road, we have used grow classes on Sunday and Wednesday evenings as our primary venue for teaching and training in how to put God’s Word, the Bible, into action.
Because of COVID-19, we did not have grow classes last Fall or this Spring, except for the Women’s Bible studies.
I hope that we will be able to restart those again in September. I am beginning the planning process for those
studies now and want your help.
What topic would you like to learn about? Is there an area of your life where you want to know how to live out
what God’s Word says? Is there a cultural issue about which you want to have a biblical attitude? Is there a Christian living skill that you would like to learn? If you would help me plan classes, please fill out the survey at this
link (only 3 questions): https://tinyurl.com/erbc-growtopicsf21

Due to the Covid-19 virus, the Torchbearers monthly meetings were canceled a year ago. With the vaccine available to those who desire it, the monthly meeting will resume with appropriate safety measures and social distancing. By the March meeting date, all attenders should have had the two vaccine shots encouraged for attendance. Attenders can wear their masks as they desire.
We will not have a buffet line. Tables will be spread out with only 4 places per table. The March monthly meeting will be Monday, March 15 at 12:00 noon in the Student Center with a catered meal at $5 per person requiring
sign-ups closing on Sunday, March 7. The meeting will include a time of remembrance for the Torchbearers that
passed away in 2020 and 2021, a devotional, and a program.
The April monthly meeting will be Monday, April 19 at noon in the Student Center with a catered meal at $5 per
person requiring sign-ups closing on Sunday, April 11. The meeting will include a devotional and a program. The
March program will be presented by the gospel group The Regals; the April program to be announced.
The Torchbearers Recognition Service normally in April of each year will be postponed until fall.
The sign-up sheet with additional information is located in the Sanctuary entrance. Please pay fee to Amy Parker
in the church office; deposit fee in church envelope with name, event, and amount into secure mail slot beside
Pastor’s office or into collection plate; or pay at the lunch. If transportation to the church is a problem for any
reason, contact Amy Parker in the church office at 864-244-2975, ext. 125 to arrange transportation. Lack of transportation should not prevent you from attending.

Spring is coming! I love spring and the new-

ness that it brings. That means Easter is coming as well,
and Easter is my favorite because of obvious reasons!
It’s our Victory Day as believers in Christ, and it is a
time to celebrate the victory that Jesus has secured for
us over sin, death, hell and the grave! But that victory
had to be secured on the cross. Thank God for the cross!
We cannot stand in the distance and expect to experience the magnitude of the cross. We must draw near.
We must face what we could never understand. We
must confront the ravaged spotless Lamb of God to
gain just a glimpse of our stain of sin.
The cross cannot be explained away. The cross cannot
be ignored. The cross cannot be stripped of its cruelty
and shame. The cross cannot and will not be denied.
But the invitation stands - come to the place of mercy
and grace. It is the way of the cross that leads us home!
Because Jesus died on the cross, our sins are forgiven.
We are all imperfect. We have sin that makes us feel
guilty about our past. We have regrets but God does not
want us to live with that guilt. That’s why Jesus died!
Ephesians 1:7 says, “In Christ we have redemption
through His blood, the forgiveness of our sins according
to the riches of His grace.” Guilt wastes a ton of energy.
It wears us out and robs us of peace of mind. Too many
believers are saved but don’t act like it! They are full of
shame and guilt. They believe in Jesus but they haven’t
been set free from the condemnation of sin.
Romans 8:1 says, “Now there is no condemnation for
those of us who are in Christ Jesus.” That’s what Easter
is all about! You’re forgiven. Jesus died for you. You
can live with hope and assurance and not condemnation. Easter means we are free! So let’s live in victory!
Let’s live in freedom! Let’s live for the glory of Christ
and shout the news of freedom at every opportunity!
The way of the cross leads home!
May Jesus Christ be praised!

To the Praise Team, Musicians and Choir:

Thank you for your faithfulness in serving the Lord!

It has finally all come together! After

almost a year we have finally been able to open our
playground back up to our church and our Weekday
ministry! Just this week (January 27) our Weekday
children were able to get back on the new playground
and we look forward to many more days/weeks/
months of fun!
April of 2020 brought the tornado that took out the
playground and did all of the other damages at the
church and in the community. We had no idea that it
would be such an undertaking to get our playground
back to the condition it is in today! I am so thankful
for our Weekday Director, Malia Taylor! She has spent
many, many, many hours on researching, planning,
buying, and coordinating the playground remodel/rebuild. She went above and beyond!
I am also very thankful to everyone who donated money toward the playground fund. Our insurance check
to help with expenses was a huge blessing but it was
not enough to cover everything. A small committee
of folks with connections to Weekday and ERBC got
together and helped with the fundraising effort. Our
insurance plus the donations through fundraising plus
an additional amount from the church covered all of
the expenses for the new playground! Praise the Lord!
Thank you to everyone involved! It took a long time but
our children are back on the playground and enjoying
every minute of it! You can look at the pictures along
with this article and on the cover and see for yourselves! You can also compare the new playground to
the pics of the damaged one. I also have included some
pictures of thank you posters on the cover that our K5
students in Weekday made and hung up in the gym.
At the time of writing this newsletter I have some dates
to share for you for summer activities. I am going
ahead with planning everything with the prayer that
we actually get to do them as planned!
Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, April 3 at 4:00 p.m.
Children’s Camp (2nd – 6th Grades): Tuesday, June 15 –
Friday, June 18
VBS: Sunday, August 1 – Wednesday, August 4 from

6:00 to 8:30 p.m. each evening
5th Grade Boot Camp: Monday, August 9 – Tuesday, August 10
Camp McCall for Father/Son Camp: Thursday, August 12 – Saturday, August 14
I am still working on other activities for the summer and will (Lord willing) have all dates in place in time for
the next newsletter. Please keep a watch on emails from me and/or bulletin announcements about schedules,
activities, and other information that may not be in the newsletters. We have to turn our newsletter articles in
sometimes before dates are known or events are finalized.
As always you can contact me (tcross@erbc-sc.org or 864-244-2975, ext. 121) or my assistant Ginger (ghall@erbcsc.org or 864-244-2975, ext. 111) if you have questions!
Love and blessings to all of you!

But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship
the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship
Him. John 4:23
Jesus’ words to the woman at the well do more than dispel the notion that proper worship of God is contingent
upon one’s physical location. Jesus makes plain to her - and to us today - that those who truly follow God do so
not merely through external obedience but also through internal worship, in our hearts and our minds, with our
desires and our thoughts, in spirit and truth.
While many of the people we encounter day to day will claim to follow Jesus, we know there are scores of people
in our community, our country, and even in our churches who do not worship God in spirit and in truth, and
many of them are not seeking to worship God at all. Their hearts are far from God, and they are content to keep
it that way. So, our ongoing prayer is that God would transform the hearts and minds of those around us and
make them into true worshipers.
We know such transformation is solely God’s gift (Ephesians 2:8) and that we can neither give anyone faith nor
help them produce faith from within themselves. God has to do the work of bringing someone from unbelief to
belief. What, then, are we to do? We are to share God’s truth (John 17:17) in the power of God’s Spirit (Acts 1:8)
and trust the Spirit to convict and convince unbelievers of the truth so they might become true worshipers of God.
The church April and I attended during seminary had as part of their missions statement that they desired to
“invite the lost to join us in the process of becoming mature and ministering worshipers of God.” When we share
the Gospel with others, we are inviting them to join us in the worship of God, to respond to Who God is and what
He has done by devoting our lives to Him and seeking to obey, honor, and glorify Him in all we say and do (1
Corinthians 10:31). Our prayer that God’s kingdom would come and His will would be done on earth as it is in
heaven (Matthew 6:10) is answered when those who were far from God begin to worship Him in spirit and truth.
And we pray that we (the Church) would faithfully worship God in spirit and truth as well and that the Holy
Spirit would convince us daily of the truth of God’s Word (John 17:17) and conform us to the image of God’s Son
(Romans 8:29). We must share God’s truth with the lost and apply it to our own lives as well, trusting the Spirit to
bring about change in them and in us. We pray that true worshipers of God would grow greatly here in Greenville and beyond, both in number and in spiritual depth, and that God would receive the glory He is due as those
He has redeemed live lives of worship in spirit and truth.

My first remembrance of a boxing
match was in 1982 at the age of 10
years old when Gerry Cooney took
on Larry Holmes for the Heavyweight Championship. It was a slugfest

that lasted 13 rounds with Holmes winning. Many
people at that time thought of Cooney as the “Rocky
Balboa” of real life. I grew up watching all the Rocky
movies. Rocky was a fictional yet inspirational movie
about a southpaw boxer from working class Philadelphia who is randomly chosen to take on the reigning
World Heavyweight Champion, Apollo Creed. What
set Rocky apart from other boxers was his determination to go the distance in the ring. Rocky is characterized as a boxer who would stay in the fight no matter
how many times he got punched or knocked down.
Rocky had a deep resolve to stay in the ring until the
last round and eventually wins the fight.
I got to thinking about boxing specifically when I recently read Chapter 28 of The Screwtape Letters by C.S.
Lewis. The enemy describes a devious tactic to defeat his prey and calls it “wearing out a soul by attrition”. Attrition means the action or process of gradually reducing the strength or effectiveness of someone
or something through sustained attack or pressure.
When I read this phrase from C.S. Lewis I immediately thought about our spiritual bout with the devil, the
flesh, and the world every day. The Bible teaches that
we are in a spiritual war. Ephesians 6:12 says, “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in
the heavenly places.”
From a Biblical worldview our enemy fights against us followers of Christ every day with temptations, doubts, discouragement, fears, as well as with many hardships so that we would throw in the towel and quit the spiritual fight.
The enemy wants to knock us out when it comes to following Jesus, no doubt; however, I think most Christians do
not realize, though, that he does it with hundreds of little punches everyday versus one big knockout punch.
Remember, the enemy’s primary method is attrition which gradually reduces our spiritual strength through constant
attack over a long period of time. In these last days before Jesus comes back, and I believe it to be very soon – can’t
wait, by the way – hallelujah! - I want to strongly encourage the body of Christ to stay in the fight. Biblical phrases
such as “persevere to the end,” “faith produces steadfastness,” “run with perseverance,” “stand firm,” “to him who
overcomes” and “be faithful until death” to mention a few brings a Biblical understanding that we must stay in
the fight. The victory is ours in Jesus Christ IF we endure to the last round of the fight... keep the faith, stay in the
fight (Acts 14:22). Remember: You do not fight alone – God fights with us and He fights for us.
Glory to His Holy Name!

Our Church Family
Congratulations!

March
Birthdays
Randy Butler

1

Stacie Brubaker 2
Bill Banks

3

Anna Kate Harris 3

To Alfredo and Leah Hernandez and
Big Brothers Zolin and Zinedin on the birth of
Zaid Gene Hernandez-Heffernan on December 30.

We welcome these New Members:
Chuck and Nancy Staab by Letter.

Condolences to Members and Their
Families on these Deaths:
Bill Reed on December 29;
Lillie Burrell January 3;
Margaret Romine January 10;
John Fiedler January 28;
Eugene “Gene” Devoyed Williams,
Father of Terry Williams, January 28;
Michael Ronald Farley, Brother of Karen
Haltiwanger, February 6;
Gene Ward February 10;
and Ronald Richard Rayburn,
Brother of John Rayburn, February 15.

Staff Anniversaries:

Judy Ellison, Administrative Assistant to the
Executive Pastor/Office Manager, 20 years;
Ginger Hall, Administrative Assistant, Family
Ministries and Student Ministry, 18 years;
Senior Pastor Aaron Rayburn, 16 years;
Jerri Ward, Receptionist and Administrative
Assistant to Missions Pastor, 2 years;
Amy Sweeney, Family Ministries Director
of Preschool Ministries, 31 years;
Pastor John Freeman, Student Ministries
Pastor, 8 years;
and Allen Buress, Custodian/Set-Up
Assistant, 4 years.
Giving as of
2/22/20

Budget
Missions
Offering

Daniel Lewis

3

Jacob McCall

3

Tom Oliver

3

Larry Wilch

3

Karen Berry-Greaves 5

Jane Godwin

23 Janelle Ward

11

Evan Kyzer

23 Rudy Ables
24 Pat Duckett

12

24 Matt Waters
24 Jane Black

13

Ellie Corbin
Greg Elliott
Josh Hysinger

24 Samuel Breland 14
Michael Tyler
24 Greg Tyler
14
Brendan Williams 24 Catherine Wofford 14
Sarah Grace Williams 24 Meredith Henry 15
Noah Allman
27 Veronica Creps 15
Robby Compton 27 Katie Cushman 16

5

Morgan Parris

5

Beth Bridges

Caitlyn Brubaker 6

Ed Chandler

6

Darrell Herlong 6
Frank Hooper

6

Jack McWhite

6

Barry Fox

7

Briggs Hutto

7

Joshua Axmann 8

14

Archer Korb

Bonnie Moore

Janet Conard

12

Sharon Parris

27 Wesley Brown
28 Brenda Wall

28 Cole Smith
Julia Donahoo 28
Jon Fisher
Bobbie Helms 28
Allie Thacker
Kathy Hobbs
29
Scott Dozier
Gordon Livingston 29
Gerald Traynham
George Dumit
30
Lauren Brown
Shirley Livingston 30
Benjamin Reaves
April
Angela Reaves
Birthdays
Brandon Spitzer 1 Mark Allison

Katelyn Latta

8

Ryan Elliott

10

Ron Geyer

10

Christian Trull

10

Tim Goins

11

Barry Brown

12

Brad Nelson

12

Mary Alice Dillard 3

Elton Todd

12

Stephen Ennis

4

Betty Jenkins

13

Kathy Nelson

4

Teresa Fox

14

Kirby Parnell

6

Cason Shetler

14

Ava Haynes

6

Jon Brock

15

April McWhite

6

Betty Carver

15

Austin Freeman 7

Brittany Fowler 1
Emmalyn Heath 2
Samantha McJunkin 2
Mandie Boyd

2

Micah McWhite 16

Debbie Pugh

7

David Banks

18

Wylene Tanner

7

Wynn Cross

18

Evan Rhea

7

Lindsey Smith

18

Walt Swindle

8

17
17
17
17
18
18
18
18
19
19
19

Stephanie Elrod 19
Josh Shetler

20

Jake Gressette

20

Kathy Wyant

20

Claire Farmer

20

Dominick Hinson 21
Robert Southerland 21
Austin Staab

23

Angela Coggins 23
Chandler Simpson 23
Rick Martinez

24

Carole Hicks

25

Chase Gratz

25

Daniel Guthrie

25

Jim Mensone

26

Kristen Crawford 26

Year-to-Date
Received
$256,644.71

Budget
Need
$310,364.62

Kim Hunter

19

Ryan Ball

9

Woody Long

20

Diane Buie

9

$18,026.60

$30,000.00

Cameron Maxey 20

Grant Butler

Carol Campbell 21

Jo Cochran

10 Jeremy Pickell
10 Melissa Silvers

Adisen Stuch

21

Jacob Smith

22

29
Matthew Hancock 10 Keith Brown
Maxine Compton 11 Deloris Littleton 30

Todd Axmann

23

Rachael Bouknight 11 Joshua Boyd

YTD Received $256,644.71
YTD Expenses $263,716.57
Receipts are below Expenses by 2.68%

Ed Robertson

27
27
28

30
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Ministry Staff
Aaron Rayburn

Malia Taylor

Senior Pastor
Assistant: Angela Yeargin - Ext. 141

Weekday Program Director
Ext. 127
Assistant: Renee Blackwelder
Ext. 130

Bob Allen
Education and Administration Pastor
Assistant: Judy Ellison - Ext. 114

Travis Cross
Family Ministries Pastor
Assistant: Ginger Hall - Ext. 111

Clay Smith
Worship Arts Pastor
Assistant: Amy Parker - Ext. 125

John Freeman
Student Ministries Pastor
Assistant: Ginger Hall - Ext. 111

Amy Sweeney
Preschool Ministries Director
Ext. 120

Judy Ellison
Office Manager
Ext. 114

LoriAnne Tolbert
Finance/Budget Administrator
Ext. 113

David McWhite

Kristina Joyner

Missions, Outreach and Young Couples Pastor
Assistant: Jerri Ward - Ext. 100

Childcare and Resource Coordinator
kjoyner@erbc-sc.org

