
Lakeshore Church, New Orleans, LA
Ways to pray:
◊	 Please pray for us as we recover from Hurricane Ida. 
◊	 Pray for the health and safety of our church members and those in 

our community.
◊	 Pray	 that	 out	 of	 difficulty	 and	 loss,	 the	 gospel	 would	 be	 made	

known and people would come to Christ. 

NATIONS

Bethany Baptist Church, Remedios, Cuba
Ways to pray:
◊	 Pray for Pastor Alexis and his wife, Judit, as they recover from CO-

VID.
◊	 Pray	for	continued	health	for	their	congregation.
◊	 Pray	for	opportunities	to	share	the	gospel	amid	the	difficulties	the	

Cuban	people	are	enduring	right	now.	

Rhys & Katelyn Gratz, Redeemer Queen’s Park Church, London, UK
Work	is	getting	easier	for	both	of	
us. Friendships are slowly form-
ing.	 Weekly	 routines	 are	 being	
established. Day by day, London 
is	starting	to	feel	more	like	home.	
We’re	 so	 thankful	 for	 a	 great	
launch service for RQP! We also 
celebrated	five	baptisms	on	Octo-
ber 10!

Ways to pray:
◊	 Pray	for	us	as	we	continue	trying	to	build	relationships	with	our	

church	body,	our	neighbors,	and	our	co-workers.
◊	 Pray	that	God	would	grow	our	church	family,	that	we	would	stay	

unified,	and	that	God	would	be	glorified.	
◊	 Pray for our newly launched youth ministry.
◊	 Pray for us as we continue to balance work and rest.

Jared & Michelle Houk, South Asia
We’re	 grateful	 that	 God	 is	 blessing	 our	 Movement	 Strengthening	
Strategists	effort.	We	currently	have	a	brother	who	is	working	with	a	
team	of	10	MSSs	who	come	from	
10	different	networks	that	repre-
sent over 1,000 churches!

Ways to pray:
◊	 Pray for the 1044 UUPGs in 

South Asia.  We have seen 
God provide inroads into 
quite	 a	 few	 of	 these	 groups,	
but	 there	 are	many	 left	 that	
still need to hear.  

◊	 Pray	for	our	family	to	remain	faithful	to	the	task	the	Lord	has	giv-
en	us.	Face-to-face	classes	are	about	to	start	up	again	for	our	kids	

in	a	few	weeks,	and	the	fall	will	be	busy	for	Michelle	and	me	too.		
◊	 Pray for the 1.8 billion people in South Asia that need to hear the 

gospel.	Pray	for	many	laborers	to	join	with	us	in	this	task!

Hannah Rice, Cru
This	 summer	 I	had	 the	opportunity	 to	minister	 in	a	 refugee	camp	 in	
Greece,	where	I	got	to	work	face	to	face	with	some	of	the	most	unreached	
people	groups	in	the	world	as	we	served	physical	needs	by	setting	up	
tents,	distributing	clothing,	and	teaching	children	English.	Despite	the	
language	barrier,	we	were	able	to	show	God’s	love	to	many	people	while	
we were there. On September 1, I transitioned to work with The Jesus 
Film Project at Cru	headquarters	in	Miami.

Ways to pray:
◊	 Pray	for	L*	(a	refugee)	and	her	husband	to	come	to	Christ.
◊	 Pray	for	A*	(an	Afghani	believer)	to	gain	asylum	and	grow	in	his	faith.
◊	 Pray for my transition to Jesus Film in Orlando.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The International Mission Board	has	set	a	goal	of	$185,000,000	for	
this	year’s	Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. Nearly forty percent of 
the ERBC	Missions	Budget	goes	toward	this	offering,	but	you	can	also	
make an individual contribution via the envelopes in the Sanctu-
ary, the ERBC website (edwardsroad.org),	or	imb.org.

On	December	 12,	we	will	 be	hosting	 a	 fundraiser	 for	Miracle Hill 
Ministries.	We	will	have	a	BBQ	dinner	together	followed	by	a	Christ-
mas	concert	performance	from	Lightnin’	Charlie.	Please	come	pre-
pared	to	give	and	support	Miracle	Hill	 in	 their	efforts	 to	meet	 the	
needs of the most vulnerable members of our community. 
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“I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power 
of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the 

Jew first and also to the Greek.”
Romans 1:16



A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR DAVID

Dear ERBC family,

As	we	near	the	end	of	2021,	I’m	so	thankful	for	the	many	ways	God	
has allowed us to partner with other believers all over the world–from 
our	backyard	to	the	opposite	side	of	the	globe–as	they	minister	in	the	
name	of	Christ	and	share	His	gospel	with	those	who	are	far	from	Him.	
Our	methods	may	have	changed,	but	the	mission	has	remained	the	
same.	Despite	the	challenges	we	have	all	faced	this	year,	the	gospel	
continues	to	be	proclaimed	and	believed,	and	lives	are	being	trans-
formed as a result.

As	you	read	through	these	ministry	updates	and	prayer	requests,	take	
a	moment	 to	 thank	God	that	 in	 the	face	of	all	we	are	enduring,	He	
is	 still	 all-knowing,	all-powerful,	 all-good,	and	always	present.	God	
declares	the	end	from	the	beginning	(Isaiah	46:10),	and	He	works	all	
things	for	our	good	(Romans	8:28)	and	for	His	glory	(Psalm	67),	so	we	
have	every	reason	to	rejoice	in	all	things	(Philippians	4:4)–even	a	life-
altering	pandemic–because	God	has	not	changed,	His	love	for	us	has	
not	changed,	and	His	purposes	have	not	changed.	“To him be glory in 
the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. 
Amen.”	(Ephesians	3:21)

tunity to create some new material and new methods to present it 
through	Lifeline Global. 

Ways to pray:
◊	 Praise	God	for	opening	doors	to	expand	our	minis-

try	through	remote	classes	and	using	some	facilita-
tors we have trained.

◊	 Pray for protection and health for the inmates and 
for	 those	 that	 are	 assisting	 us	 inside	 the	 institu-
tions	that	are	allowing	remote	classes.	

NATION

John & Star Schafer, Discover Church,	Myrtle	Beach,	SC
My	 best	 friend,	 Steve	 Litz,	 who	 I	 have	 been	 praying	 for	 for	many	
years,	finally	accepted	Jesus	as	his	Lord	and	Savior.	He	came	to	Myrtle	
Beach	to	get	baptized	along	with	his	wife	and	five	other	new	believers!

Ways to pray:
◊	 Praise God for the seven people who were saved recently!! We bap-

tized	all	of	them	two	weeks	ago.
◊	 Pray	for	the	health	for	our	youngest,	Maddie.	She	has	a	rare	dis-

ease	called	Ehlers	Danlos	Syndrome,	and	we	are	trying	to	get	her	
into the Mayo Clinic in Jacksonville, FL. Know that we appreciate 
you	guys	so	much!!

Scott Kirby, GraceWorks Alaska,	Anchorage,	AK
We	had	an	amazing	GraceWorks	summer	campaign.	It	was	the	largest	
outreach	event	in	Alaska	this	year.	We	are	all	tired,	but	we’re	grateful	
to	God	for	His	blessing	and	for	a	job	well	done.	Many,	many	people	
were	shown	the	love	of	God	and	heard	the	message	of	new	life	through	
Jesus	Christ,	and	many	prayed	to	receive	Christ	and	were	baptized.	
Thank	you	for	praying	and	helping!	

Ways to pray:
◊	 Praise	God	that	two	of	our	volunteers,	David	and	Millie,	are	recov-

ering	and	doing	well	after	contracting	COVID.	Things	were	very	
touch-and-go	for	a	while!

◊	 Pray	for	me	to	live	out	Philippians	3:10:	“That I might know Him and the 
power of His resurrection . . .”

ERBC team that volunteered with GraceWorks in July

UPDATES FROM OUR MISSIONS PARTNERS
 

NEIGHBORHOOD

Bel-Aire Community Partners, Greenville, SC
This	summer	we	watched	a	handful	of	our	teenagers	really	make	de-
cisions to seek God and watched them transform from the outside as 
their	hearts	were	changed.	We	are	praying	that	 transformation	will	
continue	this	school	year	as	they	are	pulled	in	so	many	different	di-
rections at school and home. There is no doubt the Lord is at work 
here,	and	we	are	confident	He	will	finish	the	work	He	has	started.	

Ways to pray:
◊	 Pray	for	the	Lord	to	bring	men	who	

will	pour	into	our	boys	and	teenag-
ers.	There	is	a	HUGE	need	for	male	
leadership/role models in our com-
munity.

◊	 Pray	 for	 our	 kids	 to	 love	 learning	
and succeed in school.

◊	 Pray that the Lord would work heav-
ily in the hearts of our students that 
they	might	know	Him	more.

Chris & Brandi Fox, Cru, Rock Hill, SC
We	have	been	excited	to	see	God	bring	first	thirty,	then	fifty-four	stu-
dents	to	our	first	two	film	discussions	of	the	semester.	We	are	particu-
larly	excited	about	the	fringe	students	who	seemed	to	disappear	when	
COVID	fears	were	high	last	year.

Ways to pray:
◊	 Pray	for	an	artist	who	has	long	been	involved	with	us	and	is	warm-

ing	up	to	God	in	unexpected	ways.
◊	 Pray	 that	God	would	 lift	 up	 fellow	harvesters	 (maybe	 even	new	

staff!!)	to	walk	with	us,	and	pray	that	God	will	help	us	to	follow	up	
well even as we are limited.

◊	 Pray	for	our	family	as	we	try	to	navigate	how	best	to	care	for	Bran-
di’s	mother	and	sisters	(one	of	whom	has	been	living	with	us	for	
over	a	year).

David & Susan Rice, Cru, Greenville, SC
After	years	of	building	relationships	with	Ira-
nian	friends	and	a	refugee	church	 in	Liver-
pool, we now have an opportunity to move 
there and assist the pastor of a new Iranian 
church	 plant.	 God	 is	 doing	 amazing	 things	
among	Iranian	and	Muslim-background	peo-
ple,	and	we	feel	the	Lord	inviting	us	to	 join	
in this work and use our past experience and 
gifting	for	His	glory.

Ways to pray:
◊	 Praise	God	for	His	faithfulness	to	our	daughters,	two	of	whom	are	

working	full-time	with	Cru.
◊	 Pray	for	those	who	are	immigrating	to	Liverpool,	the	new	believ-

ers,	and	those	who	are	working	within	this	community.
◊	 Pray for us as we make the transition to Liverpool. We are not as 

young	as	we	once	were,	so	please	pray	for	resilience	and	strength.
◊	 Please	pray	for	us	as	we	seek	to	strengthen	and	expand	our	prayer	

and	financial	partner	base	for	this	new	opportunity.	
◊	 Pray	that	as	we	prepare	to	go,	we	would	live	in	deep	abiding	one-

ness and dependence on the Lord. 

Jim & Ouida Williams, Blue Ridge Ministries, Upstate SC
It	 has	 been	 a	 challenge	 for	ministry	 during	 this	 time,	 but	God	has	
used	it	to	make	a	difference.	The	pandemic	has	given	us	the	oppor-

In Christ,


